“God Will Surely Take Care of You”

A Study of the Book of Genesis


	January 8
	Cain and Abel
	Genesis 4:1 – 16


Read the Bible text.
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After Adam and Eve were sent out of the garden, Eve conceived and bore Adam two sons.  No longer was everything provided for Adam and Eve as it had been in the Garden of Eden.  Now they had to struggle against the elements to provide food, clothing, and shelter for themselves and their family.  And as the sons grew up, each one had responsibilities.

1. Describe each sons responsibility 

	Cain
	Abel

	
	


2. In the course of time, Cain and Abel brought sacrifices to the Lord.  Describe each son’s sacrifice 

	Cain
	Abel

	
	


[image: image3.jpg]



EXAMINE the SCRIPTURE
Answer the following TRUE (T) or FALSE (F) or Don’t Know (DN)

	T  /  F  /  DN
	3.
	God commanded Cain and Abel to offer sacrifices

	T  /  F  /  DN
	4.
	God rejected Cain’s sacrifice

	T  /  F  /  DN
	5.
	God rejected Cain’s sacrifice because of Cain’s attitude.

	T  /  F  /  DN
	6.
	God rejected Cain’s sacrifice because Cain brought “fruit of the ground”

	T  /  F  /  DN
	7.
	God accepted Abel’s sacrifice

	T  /  F  /  DN
	8.
	God accepted Abel’s sacrifice because of Abel’s attitude.

	T  /  F  /  DN
	9.
	God accepted Abel’s sacrifice because Abel brought the first and fattest flock

	T  /  F  /  DN
	10.
	God evaluates both our motives and the quality of what we offer to Him.


CAIN’S REACTION
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“And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?” (Genesis 4:6) Cain was angry with God and probably felt slighted or rejected. It’s likely that Cain’s anger stemmed from pride. Pride is a stumbling block for many of us; we exaggerate our achievements out of proportion and forget to attribute our success to its source. This kind of pride can happen on many levels, in our interpersonal relationships, our work relationships and our relationship with God.

“If you do well, shall you not be accepted?

and if you do not do well, sin lies at the door” 4:7
“for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever.” 
1 Chronicles 28:9

11. Did God simply condemn Cain with no opportunity to do better?  Explain.  Can we expect any difference from God today?
12. What was Cain’s reaction to God’s rejection of his sacrifice and offer to let him correct it? 

Cain's initial attitude was wrong. His lack of faith led to disobedience. Instead of confessing his sin, Cain's attitude turned to jealousy, anger, and hate.  This rebellion became a pattern of evil in his life.  God would have been willing to accept his repentance, but Cain made a choice.
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	What is your first reaction when someone suggests you have done something wrong?  Remember how Adam and Eve reacted – what they said?  Do you try to correct the mistake or deny that you need to correct it?

The next time someone suggests you are wrong.  Why not listen to them, and if they offer an opportunity to make it right, choose God’s way instead of Cain’s? 



God’s punishment is meant to correct us and restore our fellowship with Him.   God's says that after this Cain went from the presence of the Lord and founded a city in the land of Nod. Cain left God. Cain's response to God's instructions was to rebel. His response was to reject God's attempt at reconciliation.   Cain's response was to turn from God and leave God's presence. So Cain went and founded a city in a distant land, dedicated to the rejection of God.

	A small sin has a way of growing out of control!


Adam and Eve’s disobedience brought sin into the human race.  They may have thought their sin – eating a piece of fruit – wasn’t very bad, but notice how quickly their sin progressed.  Simple disobedience quickly degenerated into outright murder.  Adam and Eve acted only against God, but Cain acted against both God and man.  







